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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the following communication: Original Application filed on 
29 September 2003, claiming priority to Foreign Application filed on 19 June 2003. 

2. Claims 1-13 are pending. Claims 1, 4, and 7 are pending. 

Priority 

3. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

Drawings 

4. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) because they 
do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the description: 

■ Para. 0041 - Reference numerals 104 and 106; 

■ Para. 0067 - Reference numeral 504; 

■ Para. 0 1 1 7 - Reference numeral 1 06; 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to 
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing 
sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, 
even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of 
an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will 
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be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

5. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) because they 
include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the description: 

■ Figure 1 - Reference numerals 104a-c and 106a-d; 

■ Figure 5 - Reference numerals 504a-d and 505a-d; 

■ Figure 7 - Reference numerals 106a-c; 

■ Figure 12 - Reference numerals 104a-c and 106a-d; and 

■ Figure 16 - Reference numerals 104a-c and 106a-d. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d), or amendment to the 
specification to add the reference character(s) in the description in compliance with 37 CFR 
1 121(b) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any 
amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet 
submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either 
"Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not 
accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective 
action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 1 02 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Sasaki et al 
(USPGPUB No. 2003/0172230, hereinafter referred to as SASAKI), filed on 29, July 2002. 

8. As per independent claim 1, SASAKI teaches: 



A file management method of managing file format data recorded on a 
recording medium {See SASAKI, Para. 0097, wherein this reads over "[t]he system control 
section further instructs the optical disc drive device to record the space management structure, 
stored in the space management structure memory, on the optical disc"! , comprising the steps 
of 

having at least two different pieces of file management information 
{See SASAKI, Paras. 0006-0007, wherein this reads over"[t]he AV directory (AVDir) 
has position information of file entries" and :i a control file (Datafile)"}^ 

treating second file management information {See SASAKI, Paras: 
0006-0007, wherein this reads over "the control file (Datafile)"} as a file on first file 
management information; 

previously recording a first anchor descriptor indicative of a 
recording position of the first file management information {See SASAKI, 
Figure 21; Paras. 0006-0007, wherein this reads over "[tjhe file entry (AVDir) has 
attribute information and recording position infonuation of an AV directory (AVDir). 
The AV directory has positional information of file entries . . . [of] a control file 
(Datafile)") ; and 

recording a second anchor descriptor indicative of a recording 
position of the second file management information after file update (See 
SASAKI, Figure 21; Paras. 0006-0007, wherein this reads over "[t]hese file entries of the 
AV files and the control file have attribute information and positional information . . 
[of] the control file (Datafile) which [is] recorded in a file area"}. 

9 As per dependent claim 2, SASAKI teaches: 

The file management method according to claim 1. wherein there is 
provided file attribute information on the first file management information where 
the second file management information is recorded {See SASAKI, Paras. 0006-0007, 



r 
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wherein this reads over"[t]he file entry (AVDir) has attribute information and recording position 
information of an AV directory' (AVDir)") , and the attribute information is appended by 
an attribute signifying that the file is file management information {See SASAKI, 
Para. 0277, wherein this reads over "the system control section creates the AV directory (AVDir) 
including information of ... the file entries in which positional^ information and attribute 
information of recorded AV files are registered 55 }. 

10. As per dependent claim 3, SASAKI teaches: 

The file management method according to claim 1. wherein a 
predetermined specific file name is attached to a file for the first file management 
information where the second file management information is recorded {See 
SASAKI, Para. 0003, wherein this reads over u [t]he AV directory has AV files (Avfile-a), (Avfile- 
c) and (Avfile-d) including the video and audio data itself, and a control file (Datafile)"}; and 
Para. 0005, wherein this reads over "[a] root directory has positional information of a file entry of 
an AV directory (AVDir) recorded under the root directory"}^ 

11 As per independent claim 4, SASAKI teaches: 

A file management method of managing file format data recorded on a 
recording medium {See SASAKI, Para. 0097, wherein this reads over ;< [t]he system control 
section further instructs the optical disc drive device to record the space management structure, 
stored in the space management structure memory, on the optical disc"} » comprising the steps 
of 

having at least two different pieces of file management information 
{See SASAKI, Paras. 0006-0007, wherein this reads over "[t]he AV director)' (AVDir) 
, has position information of file entries" and "a control file (Datafile)" } A 

treating a plurality of files managed by second file management 
information as one file on first file management information (See SASAKI, 
Paras. 0006-0007, wherein this reads over "[t]he AV directory (AVDir) has positional 
information on file entries") as a file on first file management information; 

previously recording a first anchor descriptor indicative of a 
recording position of the first file management information {See SASAKI, 
Figure 21; Paras. 0006-0007, wherein this reads over ts [t]he file entry (AVDir) has 
attribute information and recording position information of an AV directory (AVDir). 
the AV directory has positional information of file entries ... [of) a control file 
(Datafile)"} ; and 

recording a second anchor descriptor indicative of a recording 
position of the second file management information after file update {See 
SASAKI, Figure 21; Paras. 0006-0007, wherein this reads over "[t]hese file entries of the 
AV files and the control file have attribute information and positional information . . . 
[of] the control file (Datafile) which |is] recorded in a file area"}. 
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12 As per dependent claim 5, SASAKI teaches: 

The file management method according to claim 4. wherein there is 
provided file attribute information on the first file management information which 
handles the plurality of files managed by the second file management information 
{See SASAKI, Paras. 0006-0007, wherein this reads over "[t]he file entry (AVDir) has attribute 
information and recording position information of an AV directory (AVDir)" } 3 and the 
attribute information is appended by an attribute signifying that the files are file 
management information {See SASAKI, Para. 0277, wherein this reads over ;i the system 
control section creates the AV directory (AVDir) including information of ... the file entries in 
which positional information and attribute information of recorded AV files are registered"}. 

13. As per dependent claim 6, SASAKI teaches: 

The file management information according to claim 4 wherein a 
predetermined specific file name is attached to a file on .the first file management 
information which handles the plurality of files managed by the second file 
management information {See SASAKI, Para. 0003, wherein this reads over ;; [tjhe AV 
directory has AV files (Avfile-a), (Avfile-c) and (Avfile-d) including the video and audio data 
itself, and a control file (Datafile)"}; and Para. 0005, wherein this reads over "[a] root directory 
has positional information of a file entry of an AV directory (AVDir) recorded under the root 
directory" } A 

14 As per independent claim 7, SASAKI teaches: 

A file management method of managing file format data recorded on a 
recording medium, comprising the steps of: 

having at least two different pieces of file management information 
{See SASAKI, Paras. 0006-0007, wherein this reads over "[t]he AV directory (AVDir) 
has position information of file entries 5 ' and "a control file (Datafile)" } A 

treating second file management information {See SASAKI, Paras. 
0006-0007, wherein this reads over "the control file (Datafile)"} and a plurality of 
files managed by the second file management information {See SASAKI, 
Paras. 0006-0007, wherein this reads over "[tjhe AV directory (AVDir) has positional 
information on file entries"} as one file on first file management information; 

previously recording a first anchor descriptor indicative of a 
recording position of the first file management information {See SASAKI, 
Figure 21; Paras. 0006-0007, wherein this reads over "[t]he file entry (AVDir) has 
attribute information and recording position information of an AV director) 7 (AVDir). 
The AV directory has positional information of file entries ... [of] a control file 
(Datafile)"} ; and 
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recording a second anchor descriptor indicative of a recording 
position of the second file management information after file update {See 
SASAKI, Figure 21; Paras. 0006-0007, wherein this reads over "[t]hese file entries of the 
AV files and the control file have attribute information and positional information . . . 
|of] the control file (Datafile) which [is] recorded in a file area"h 

15 As per dependent claim 8, SASAKI teaches: 

The file management method according to claim 7. wherein there is 
provided file attribute information on the first file management information which 
records the second file management information and the plurality of files 
managed by the second file management information {See SASAKI, Paras. 0006-0007, 
wherein this reads over ;; [t]he file entry (AVDir) has attribute information and recording position 
information of an AV directory (AVDuT) . and the attribute information is appended by 
an attribute signifying that the files are file management information (See SASAKI, 
Para. 0277, wherein this reads over "the system control section creates the AV directory (AVDir) 
including information of ... the file entries in which positional information and attribute 
information of recorded AV files are registered''}. 

16 As per dependent claim 9, SASAKI teaches: 

The file management method according to claim 7. wherein a 
predetermined specific file name is attached to a file on the first file management 
information which records the second file management information and the 
plurality of files managed by the second file management information {See 
SASAKI Para. 0003, wherein this reads over "ftjhe AV directory has AV files (Avfile-a), (Avfile- 
c) and (Avfile-d) including the video and audio data itself, and a control file (Datafile)"}; and 
Para. 0005, wherein this reads over u [a] root directory has positional information of a file entry of 
an AV directory (AVDir) recorded under the root directory" }± 

17 As per dependent claim 10, SASAKI teaches 

A recording apparatus to record file format data on a recording medium 
{See SASAKI, Figure 2; Para. 0086, wherein this reads over "file recording means for recording 
file data"; Para. 0092, wherein this reads over "[t]he information recording and reproduction 
apparatus shown in FIG. 2 has both a function of recording information on the optical disc"} A 
wherein file data is recorded in accordance with a file management system 
compliant with the file management method according to claim 1 {See SASAKI, 
Para. 0075, wherein this reads over "information to be recorded on the information recording 
medium ... is a file managed using a file structure based on the UDF (Universal Disk Format)"}. 

18 As per dependent claim 11, SASAKI teaches: 

A reproducing apparatus to reproduce file format data from a recording 
medium (See SASAKI, Figure 2; Para. 0086, wherein this reads over "file recording means for 
recording file data"; Para. 0092, wherein this reads over ;; [t]he information recording and 
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reproduction apparatus shown in FIG. 2 has both a function of recording information on the 
optical disc") , wherein file data is reproduced from a recording medium compliant 
with the file management method according to claim 1 {See SASAKI, Para. 0075, 
wherein this reads over ''information to be recorded on the information recording medium ... is a 
file managed using a file structure based on the UDF (Universal Disk Format)"}. 

1 9 As per dependent claim 12, SASAKI teaches 

A reproducing apparatus to reproduce file format data from a recording 
medium {See SASAKI, Figure 2; Para. 0086, wherein this reads over "file recording means for 
recording file data"; Para. 0092, wherein this reads over {i [t]he information recording and 
reproduction apparatus shown in FIG. 2 has both a function of recording infonnation on the 
optical disc 5; } 4 

wherein, when file format data is reproduced from a recording 
medium compliant with the file management method according to claim 1 
{See SASAKI, Para. 0075, wherein this reads over "information to be recorded on the 
information recording medium ... is a file managed using a file structure based on the 
UDF (Universal Disk Format)"} , the apparatus uses second file management 
information to access files upon successful detection of a second anchor 
descriptor {See SASAKI, Figure 21; Paras. 0006-0007, wherein this reads over ;< [t]hese 
file entries of the AV files and the control file have attribute information and positional 
information . . . [of] the control file (Datafile) which [is] recorded in a file area"} ; and 

wherein the apparatus uses first file management information to 
access files upon unsuccessful detection of the second anchor descriptor 
{See SASAKI, Figure 21; Paras. 0006-0007, wherein this reads over "[t]he file entry 
(AVDir) has attribute information and recording position information of an AV director)' 
(AVDir). The AV directory has positional information of file entries ... [of] a control 
file (Datafile)"; Para. 0273, wherein this reads over Jt [w]hen a defect area is detected 
while recording the control file, the system control section 201 skips the defect area and 
continues the recording in the next unallocated area, like in the case of the recording of 

the AV file"}, 

20 As per dependent claim 13, SASAKI teaches: 

A recording medium, wherein the recording medium records file 
management information compliant with the file management method according 
to claim 1 {See SASAKI, Para. 0075, wherein this reads over "information to be recorded on the 
infonnation recording medium . . . is a file managed using a file structure based on the UDF 
(Universal Disk Format)"}. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paul Kim whose telephone number is (571) 272 2737. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9am - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Safet Metjahic can be reached on (571)272-4023. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Paul Kim 

Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2161 
Technology Center 2100 

PBIM XAMINER 




